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the law in motion for the issue of the warrants. By
instituting these proceedings the Government was
asserting'its authority, demonstrating that it would not
submit to the dictation of the Committee, and establish-
ing that it had nothing to conceal, but was determined
that justice and truth should prevail.
The warrants were executed without delay. Charles
de Lesseps was arrested at his house at seven o'clock in
the morning of the i6th, and the arrest of all the others
except Baron Cottu, who was in Vienna, followed.
The Baron returned to Paris later and gave himself up
on hearing of the proceedings. The prisoners were
lodged in separate cells, and were not allowed to see
each other or their friends. Later, evidence of their
identification was taken, and they were remanded in
prison until the case came on.
Ferdinand de Lesseps at Chesnaye knew nothing of
what had taken place, and he was kept in ignorance as
long at possible. He himself had fortunately been
spared the disgrace of arrest. Few believed that either
father or son had been guilty of anything more than
yielding to the representations of financiers like
Reinach, who claimed to be able to exercise influence
on the Government, at a time when there was urgent
need of official support in order to obtain money in
carrying on the work of the Panama Canal. Mme. de
Lesseps told an interviewer: " I am a fatalist, as my
husband has always been. . . . One has to believe that
events follow in their preordained order. ... I am
certain of one thing only, and that is the inflexible and
absolute probity of my husband and his sons."
Numerous papers and documents had been seized by